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New Vermont Fluorescent Lightbulb Restrictions Begin in 2024 
  
Montpelier, Vt. – Starting January 1, 2024, a new state law will prohibit the sale of specific 
mercury-containing fluorescent lightbulbs in Vermont. Restrictions include the sale of general 
purpose, indoor/outdoor, residential, and business mercury-containing four-foot linear, compact 
fluorescent, and twist-based fluorescent lightbulbs. Twist-based (GU-24) Compact Fluorescent 
Lightbulbs (CFLs) are also restricted from sale. 
  
If your home or business currently uses these fluorescent bulbs, you will not be able to buy 
more after January 1, 2024. If your business sells these bulbs online or in a store, you will not 
be able to do so next year. 
  
“Efficiency Vermont is offering rebates to help residents and businesses replace fluorescent 
bulbs with LEDs,” said DEC Commissioner Jason Batchelder. “Switching to LEDs is better for 
both human health and the environment. LEDs do not contain mercury and are more energy 
efficient than fluorescent bulbs.” 
  
The SMARTLIGHT program will expire at the end of 2023. However, Efficiency Vermont will still 
offer custom rebates for retrofits from fluorescent to LEDs through 2024. To learn more, 
visit Efficiency Vermont online, call 888-921-5990, email info@efficiencyvermont.com, or submit 
an online contact form. 
  
The sale of any other mercury-containing four-foot bulbs, such as specialty lighting (ultraviolet, 
germicidal, purifier/sanitizer, etc.) is not included in the new restrictions. 
  
Any manufacturer who sold or sells these mercury-containing lightbulbs must pay for the 
collection and recycling of used bulbs. Anyone can bring up to ten general-purpose mercury-
containing lightbulbs to free collection locations across the state. To find a location near you, go 
to VTrecycles.com, click the orange “Special Recycling” icon, and select your county from the 
dropdown menu. For larger amounts of fluorescent bulbs, contact your solid waste district or 
town at 802recycles.com. 
  
Learn more about fluorescent lightbulb restrictions and recycling at VTrecycles.com or contact 
Karen Knaebel at 802-522-5736 or Karen.Knaebel@Vermont.gov. If Karen is not available, 
contact Josh Kelly at 802-522-5897 or Josh.Kelly@Vermont.gov. 
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The Department of Environmental Conservation is responsible for protecting Vermont's natural 
resources and safeguarding human health for the benefit of this and future generations. 
Visit dec.vermont.gov and follow the Department of Environmental Conservation 
on Facebook and Instagram. 
  
View our press releases at https://dec.vermont.gov/press_releases. 
  

 
  
Four-foot linear fluorescent tubes and twist-lock based Compact Fluorescent Lightbulbs are 
banned from sale starting January 1, 2024. 
  
Non-Discrimination Notice: 
The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) operates its programs, services, and activities without 
discriminating on the basis of race, religion, creed, color, national origin (including limited English 
proficiency), ancestry, place of birth, disability, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
or breastfeeding (mother and child). 
  
Language Access Notice: 
Questions or Complaints/Free Language Services ǀ SERVICES LINGUISTIQUES GRATUITS 

| भाषासम्बन्धी नि:शुल्क सेवाहरू ǀ SERVICIOS GRATUITOS DE IDIOMAS ǀ 免費語言服務 | BESPLATNE 

JEZIČKE USLUGE ǀ БЕСПЛАТНЫЕ УСЛУГИ ПЕРЕВОДА | DỊCH VỤ NGÔN NGỮ MIỄN PHÍ ǀ 無料通訳

サービス ǀ ነጻ የቋንቋ አገልግሎቶች | HUDUMA ZA MSAADA WA LUGHA BILA MALIPO | BESPLATNE 

JEZIČKE USLUGE | အခမ ဲ့ ဘာသာစကာား ဝနဆ် ာငမ်ှုမ ာား | ADEEGYO LUUQADA AH OO BILAASH AH  ǀ 

 .anr.civilrights@vermont.gov or 802-636-7827 :خدمات لغة مجانية 
  
Stephanie Brackin (she/her)  |  Communications Coordinator 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
1 National Life Drive, Davis 2, Montpelier, VT 05620-3901 
(802) 261-0606 | stephanie.brackin@vermont.gov 
Connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, or our Website 
  
Help raise money for Vermonters impacted by flood damage and show your Vermont pride 
with Vermont Strong and Tough Too license plates and socks. Click here to purchase your 
Vermont Strong gear or visit DMV.Vermont.gov/VermontStrong23. Impacted Vermonters can 
find resources and referrals by visiting Vermont.Gov/Flood. 
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