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Danville Train Station Committee Minutes-DRAFT 

Meeting of April 12, 2022 5:30-6:45 pm 

Location: Danville Town Hall Meeting Room and via Zoom 

Attendees:  Michael Hogue, Sally Fishburn, Rob Balivet, Ross Meaders, Kate Whitehead, Patty Conly, 

Laural Ruggles, Alison Low, Ted Houle, and Tim Ide 

 

Meeting opened at 5:30 pm by Michael Hogue, chair. The Danville Train Station Committee (DTSC) is a 

subcommittee of the Planning Committee. Michael took roll; no guests present. 

Minutes from the February 8, 2022 and March 8, 2022 meeting were approved with two spelling corrections.  

Michael reported that he gave a radio interview to Ric Cengeri of WDEV at the Hastings Store on the challenges 

and vision of the restoration and re-purposing of the Danville Train Station.  

He thanked all who helped make the Governor’s press conference at the Train Station a total success.  The 

purpose of the press conference was to release the names of the organizations receiving a VOREC grant 

(Vermont Outdoor Recreation and Economic Collaborative); of which Danville was one, receiving $97,650 to 

make the station into a Hub for recreation utilizing all of Danville’s assets.  Kate and Laural will lead the VOREC 

committee (to be formed) in making this a reality.   

Michael met with the Select Board twice to keep them informed of our progress, the VOREC award, the contract 

for the Freeman grant with PTV, and supporting Sally for approval of the decision to hire an Architectural and 

Engineering firm. 

Building and Land-Sally Fishburn, co chair  

Sally reviewed the process used to select an architect/engineering firm for submission to the SB for approval:  5 

firms responded to the RFQ; of the 5, 3 were asked to submit an RFP; the team interviewed each candidate and 

two client referrals for each a/e firm; the team met and selected Ryan Edwards & Company. 

The board approved the process and the selection subject to negotiating a contract.  It also approved using a 

construction management process in-lieu of design-bid.  Sally would like to have a signed contract by April 21st 

with the first scope meeting on April 25th.  She would like the construction manager to be hired by the end of the 

schematic stage (toward the end of summer). 

Alison pointed out that we should have an environmental review completed as well. 

Rob reported that Andy Dussault had finished the document research and recommended Shane Clark, Trueline 

Land Surveyors, Inc., to conduct the physical survey. Rob has talked to Shane and the survey is expected to be 

completed this Spring.  It was noted that the survey should document whether or not there are two tanks on the  

property, one septic and the other fuel. (Subsequent to the meeting it was determined that the Town had 

employed a ground sonar project to detect spaces in the Town cemeteries, and Keith Gadapee secured the 

consultant to see if the sonar will detect the presence or lack of tanks) 

Use, Kate Whitehead, co chair 

Kate officially recognized that we had secured a VOREC (Vermont Outdoor Recreation and Economic 

Collaborative) in the amount of $97,650.  The Governor’s press conference in the station was a great 
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opportunity to meet other recipients and individuals in the state offices that administer grants.  She 

used the opportunity to discuss with representatives of Hardwick and St Johnsbury that we work 

together on the operations of the LVRT between our Towns.  They were fully supportive of working 

together. 

Kate said that she had made application for a Downtown Transportation grant in the amount of 

$100.000 for Phase 2.  

She also indicated that the contract from Preservation Trust of Vermont for the Freeman grant was in 

hand and being prepared for the SB signature.  In addition, Kate indicated she was working on a REDI 

grant to cover some of the grant writing and administration work for the Town. 

She also presented the Danville Destination, headed by Paul Weaver from the Energy Committee, that 

would occur on May 15th between 10am and 2pm.  It would be a family bike ride from St J to the DTS 

(exhibits, music and perhaps awards) and then to the Town Green for lunch and fun.  Laural is helping 

Kate plan for this event. 

Patty Conly indicated that Danville has been selected to to conduct a breakout session for the 

upcoming Downtown and Historic Preservation Conference (VTrans and VHB) at the DTS on June the 

9th.  The participants will ride ebikes from St J to the station. 

Alison indicated that NVDA has a small amount of funds left that we might be able to use for 

engineering expenses.  Kate will coordinate a request. 

Kate closed by indicating that we would have a video conference with the Norther Borders Recreation 

grant managers to determine if Danville would qualify for a grant. 

Funding, Kitty Toll, co chair 

There is nothing new to report beyond the grant progress. 

Michael also asked for an update to the sources and uses chart for the station project; and reiterated 

his request for monthly ‘time sheets’. 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Hogue 


